Message

From: Gee, Randy [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=186ECAABC3E04D258DB13B8BFAS3CDC4-GEE, RANDY]

Sent: 7/30/2020 4:39:48 PM

To: Jones, Luke [jones.luke@epa.gov]

Subject: Osage Comment on McGirt

http://www.osagenews.org/en/article/2020/07/09/standing-bear-osage-nation-needs-right-situation-fighting-
reservation-status/

Randy Gee
EPA Region 6 Office of Communities, Tribes and Environmental Assessment
Office Phone: 214-665-8355
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Message

From: Gee, Randy [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=186EQAABC3E04D258DB13B8BFAS3CDC4-GEE, RANDY]
Sent: 7/30/2020 4:06:48 PM

To: Kathryn Becker [kathryn.becker@state.nm.us]
CC: Alvarado, Tina [Alvarado.Tina@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: checking in

Latest from our liaison with Fort Sill Apache.

From: Hicks, Curtis <hicks.curtis@epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2020 11:04 AM

To: Gee, Randy <Gee.Randy@epa.gov>

Cc: Alvarado, Tina <Alvarado.Tina@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: checking in

| just confirmed with a Fort Sill Apache Tribal Business Committee Member that Chairwoman Ware was elected October
2019 and her term expires October 2021.

This Tribal Business Committee Member did not recognize Ben Miller being associated with Tribal Leadership.

If additional information is required, please advise.

From: Gee, Randy <Gee Randy@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2020 10:52 AM

To: Hicks, Curtis <hicks.curtis@ena.gow>; Alvarado, Tina <Alvarado JTina@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: checking in

Curt- can you check at Fort Sill on this claim?
Thanks

Randy

From: Becker, Kathryn, NMENV <kathryn.becher@state nmous>

Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2020 10:38 AM

To: Alvarado, Tina <Alvarade. Tina & epa.gov>; Gee, Randy <Gee Randy@epa.gov>
Subject: checking in

Hello:

| received a long voicemail from Ben Miller last Friday. He claims to be the recently elected Chief of the Fort Sill
Apaches. | do not know Mr. Miller and in his message to me was explaining how the recent McGirt decision may change
how their lands are viewed. Before | call him back | would like to find out if you know him and if you know if
Chairwoman Gooday Ware is still in office. Thanks!
https://fortsillapache-nsn.gov/about-the-fort-sill-apache-tribe/business-committee/

Kathryn 5. Becker

Assistant General Counsel

Tribal Liaison

New Mexico Environment Department
Office of General Counsel
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P.0. Box 5469

Santa Fe, NM 87502-5469
Phone: 505-827-2054
kathryn.becker@siate nim.us
WL BNV IITLEOY
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Message

From: Gee, Randy [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=186EQAABC3E04D258DB13B8BFAS3CDC4-GEE, RANDY]
Sent: 7/30/2020 4:04:41 PM

To: Hicks, Curtis [hicks.curtis@epa.gov]

CC: Alvarado, Tina [Alvarado.Tina@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: checking in

Thanks Curt!

From: Hicks, Curtis <hicks.curtis@epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2020 11:04 AM

To: Gee, Randy <Gee.Randy@epa.gov>

Cc: Alvarado, Tina <Alvarado.Tina@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: checking in

| just confirmed with a Fort Sill Apache Tribal Business Committee Member that Chairwoman Ware was elected October
2019 and her term expires October 2021.

This Tribal Business Committee Member did not recognize Ben Miller being associated with Tribal Leadership.

If additional information is required, please advise.

From: Gee, Randy <Gee Randy@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2020 10:52 AM

To: Hicks, Curtis <hicks.curtis@ena.gow>; Alvarado, Tina <Alvarado JTina@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: checking in

Curt- can you check at Fort Sill on this claim?
Thanks

Randy

From: Becker, Kathryn, NMENV <kathryn.becher@state nmous>

Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2020 10:38 AM

To: Alvarado, Tina <Alvarade. Tina & epa.gov>; Gee, Randy <Gee Randy@epa.gov>
Subject: checking in

Hello:

| received a long voicemail from Ben Miller last Friday. He claims to be the recently elected Chief of the Fort Sill
Apaches. | do not know Mr. Miller and in his message to me was explaining how the recent McGirt decision may change
how their lands are viewed. Before | call him back | would like to find out if you know him and if you know if
Chairwoman Gooday Ware is still in office. Thanks!
https://fortsillapache-nsn.gov/about-the-fort-sill-apache-tribe/business-committee/

Kathryn 5. Becker

Assistant General Counsel

Tribal Liaison

New Mexico Environment Department
Office of General Counsel
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P.0. Box 5469

Santa Fe, NM 87502-5469
Phone: 505-827-2054
kathryn.becker@siate nim.us
WL BNV IITLEOY
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Message

From: Gee, Randy [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=186ECAABC3E04D258DB13B8BFAS3CDC4-GEE, RANDY]

Sent: 7/30/2020 3:51:53 PM

To: Curtis Hicks [Hicks.Curtis@epa.gov]; Alvarado, Tina [Alvarado.Tina@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: checking in

Curt- can you check at Fort Sill on this claim?
Thanks

Randy

From: Becker, Kathryn, NMENV <kathryn.becker@state.nm.us>

Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2020 10:38 AM

To: Alvarado, Tina <Alvarado.Tina@epa.gov>; Gee, Randy <Gee.Randy@epa.gov>
Subject: checking in

Hello:

| received a long voicemail from Ben Miller last Friday. He claims to be the recently elected Chief of the Fort Sill
Apaches. | do not know Mr. Miller and in his message to me was explaining how the recent McGirt decision may change
how their lands are viewed. Before | call him back | would like to find out if you know him and if you know if
Chairwoman Gooday Ware is still in office. Thanks!
https://fortsillapache-nsn.gov/about-the-fort-sill-apache-tribe/business-committee/

Kathryn S. Becker

Assistant General Counsel

Tribal Lisison

New Mexico Environment Department
Office of General Counsel

P.0. Box 5469

Santa Fe, NM 87502-5469

Phone: 505-827-2054
kathryn.becker@siate nim.us

WYL BNV, THTLEDY
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Message

From: Gee, Randy [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=186ECAABC3E04D258DB13B8BFAS3CDC4-GEE, RANDY]

Sent: 7/13/2020 2:39:26 PM

To: Turk, James [turk.james@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: James- can | give you a call?

Attachments: July Virtual RTOC Meeting Agenda_FULL CAUCUS _July 22 2020_FINAL.pdf; ltems that May be Highlighted by Tribal
Partners at the July RTOC Meeting.docx

Good morning James,

For today’s briefing, will you share the screen with me? | plan to use only the attached two documents today; if you
want to post it is alright with me.

Thanks

Randy

From: Turk, James <turk.james@epa.gov>
Sent: Friday, July 10, 2020 3:25 PM

To: Gee, Randy <Gee.Randy@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: James- can | give you a call?

Ok sounds good!

On Jul 10, 2020, at 3:08 PM, Gee, Randy <Gee, Randy@epa.gov> wrote:

Hello James- | spoke with Erin and we might make a change for Monday. But we can speak early
Monday.

Have a good weekend.

Randy

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 10, 2020, at 3:04 PM, Turk, James <turk.lames@epa.gov> wrote:

| just saw this... on compress today. Do you need me to call?

On Jul 10, 2020, at 9:11 AM, Gee, Randy <Gee. Randy @ epa.gov> wrote:

Randy Gee
EPA Region 6 Office of Communities, Tribes and Environmental
Assessment
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Office Phone: 214-665-8355
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Message

From: Gee, Randy [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=186EQAABC3E04D258DB13B8BFAS3CDC4-GEE, RANDY]
Sent: 7/10/2020 7:31:14 PM

To: Weiler, Gregory [weiler.gregory@epa.gov]

CC: Luschek, Robert [Luschek.Robert@epa.gov]; Nann, Barbara [nann.barbara@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: SUPREME COURT: Justices grant tribal control over nearly half of Okla

Hello Greg,

I believe you could send out the Supreme Court link.
| don’t know if the EE article is for the public; it was forwarded to me internally.

Randy

From: Weiler, Gregory <weiler.gregory@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, July 10, 2020 1:49 PM

To: Gee, Randy <Gee.Randy@epa.gov>

Cc: Luschek, Robert <Luschek.Robert@epa.gov>; Nann, Barbara <nann.barbara@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: SUPREME COURT: Justices grant tribal control over nearly half of Okla

Can | send this to our Dept of Ag in Oklahoma Randy?? Or this internal only??

From: Gee, Randy <Gee Randy@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 1:38 PM

To: R6 RIWG <BE RIWGEeps.oov>

Subject: SUPREME COURT: Justices grant tribal control over nearly half of Okla

To the RWIG,

The Supreme Court issued a decision affecting one of our Oklahoma tribal partners (and affect others in the future).
More detail/discussion is forthcoming. Randy

Rttos:/ Swww supremesourt gov/opinions/ 19ndf/18-9528 Sokb.pdf

hitos:/fwrww penews net/greenwire 2020707 /00 stories /1063534203

AE COURT: Justices grant tribal control over nearly half of

Millions of acres in the eastern half of Oklahoma remain part of a Native American reservation for criminal law
purposes, the Supreme Court said today in a sharply divided ruling that could have implications for oil and gas
development in the state.

This morning's 5-4 decision put an end to a stalemate over whether 3 million acres of land, including part of the
city of Tulsa, remained within the boundaries of Indian Country under an 1832 treaty struck with the Creek
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Nation after the U.S. government forced members of the tribe from their lands in Georgia and Alabama. The
decision also recognized four other reservations in the state, bringing the total reservation land to 19 million
acres.

"Today we are asked whether the land these treaties promised remains an Indian reservation for purposes of
federal criminal law," Justice Neil Gorsuch, joined by the court's four liberal justices, wrote for the majority.
"Because Congress has not said otherwise, we hold the government to its word."”

The case, McGirt v. Oklahoma, had drawn the attention of at least one oil and gas association, which warned of
the potential consequences to energy development if the high court found that the lands were still under tribal
control.

Gorsuch today acknowledged the "potential for cost and conflict” as a result of the ruling but said the state and
tribe are capable of reaching intergovernmental agreements.

Chief Justice John Roberts, who penned the court's dissenting opinion, also warmed of the broad potential
consequences of the ruling. He was joined by Justices Samuel Alito, Brett Kavanaugh and Clarence Thomas,
except in one footnote of the opinion.

Roberts argued that today's decision would hobble the state's ability to prosecute serious crimes and could lead
to decades of convictions being thrown out.

"On top of that, the Court has profoundly destabilized the governance of eastern Oklahoma," the chief justice
wrote. "The decision today creates significant uncertainty for the State's continuing authority over any area that
touches Indian affairs, ranging from zoning and taxation to family and environmental law."

Jimcy McGirt, a member of the Seminole/Muscogee (Creek) nations, argued in McGirt v. Oklahoma that a state
court improperly convicted him of sex crimes against a 4-year-old child because the events took place on land
that still remained part of the Creek reservation.

Attorneys for McGirt argued to the Supreme Court that his case should instead be reheard by a federal court
(Energywire, May 12).

McGirt's position closely mirrored an argument brought in the case Sharp v. Murphy that the justices last year
punted to this term.

The court's ruling today also resolves the key question in Sharp.

Oklahoma has maintained that the Creek Nation does not currently hold a claim to the land, alternately arguing
that the claims to the land had either been invalidated or that Congress had instead established a separate entity
— a "dependent Indian community" for the Creek Nation.

The court called the argument that the Creek Nation never had a reservation "willful blindness to the statutory
language." The justices also rejected claims that subsequent division and sale of the land had dissolved the
reservation.

"If Congress wishes to withdraw its promises, it must say so," Gorsuch wrote.

"Unlawful acts, performed long enough and with sufficient vigor, are never enough to amend the law," he
continued. "To hold otherwise would be to elevate the most brazen and longstanding injustices over the law,
both rewarding wrong and failing those in the right.”

Gorsuch said that both Oklahoma and its tribes had "proven time and again" their ability to work as partners.

"Congress remains free to supplement its statutory directions about the lands in question at any time," he added.
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'Historic step'

Shortly after the ruling, Oklahoma Attorney General Mike Hunter (R) released a joint statement with the
Muscogee (Creek), Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw and Seminole nations that they had made "substantial
progress” on an agreement to send to Congress and the Department of Justice to resolve any jurisdictional issues
produced by the high court decision.

"The Nations and the State are committed to ensuring that Jimcy McGirt, Patrick Murphy, and all other
offenders face justice for the crimes for which they are accused,” they said. "We have a shared commitment to
maintaining public safety and long-term economic prosperity for the Nations and Oklahoma."

The court's ruling drew praise from other Native American tribes and lawmakers.

The National Congress of American Indians noted that the issue decided by the court had "loomed over federal
Indian law" for two Supreme Court terms.

"This morning, NCAI joined the rest of Indian Country in congratulating the Muscogee (Creek) Nation and
proudly asserting that its lands remain, and will forever be considered, Indian country as guaranteed in their
treaty relationship with the United States," said NCAIT President Fawn Sharp.

Members of Congress also applauded the ruling.

"While no court decision can correct centuries of injustice committed against Indigenous people, today's ruling
is a historic step forward to safeguard Tribal sovereignty for decades to come,” said New Mexico Sen. Tom
Udall (D).
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